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tunity to present himself to a more appreciative body of
citizens than the subterranean toilers of Spennymoor.
Next year (1923) the opportunity came. In October the
electors of Warwick and Leamington said good-bye to their
Conservative member, Sir Ernest Pollock, who had just been
appointed Master of the Rolls. (He later became Lord
Hanworth.) To step into the shoes of this very able mem-
ber was not easy for a young man who had had no contact
with Leamington whatever, and who was only invited in
the first place as an unknown substitute for a rejected local
champion.
Sir Ernest suited his constituents very well, but he had
failed them in one respect. He had never provided them
with an exciting election. In 1918 when he first won the
seat only a quarter of the electorate had bothered to vote;
in 1922 no one came forward to oppose him. A fog of
apathy settled over the constituency.
Suddenly it lifted. * Rumours indicate a rare exciting
time', prattled the Leamington Chronicle. Not only were
there to be three candidates—Leamington had never seen a
Labour candidate in its midst before—but two of them
were actually related, by marriage only, it is true; but the
situation was an odd one.
To the Conservative candidate, stranger though he was,
Leamington extended a friendly welcome. Captain Eden
found nothing in this large rural division to remind him of
the intractable Durham miners. This time he was opposed
by his sister's mother-in-law, the Countess of Warwick,
who, at the age of nearly sixty-two, was setting herself the
formidable task of breaking new ground for the Socialists.
The Liberal candidate was George Nicholls, a self-made
Peterborough man, who wisely directed his energies towards
the agricultural vote.
Even more interesting to the public than the one link of
relationship between the two candidates was the fact that a
link was about to be forced. Captain Eden had just

